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' [8th MaY, 19551

(As amended bY Act No' 106 of 19761

Act to prescribe punishment {or 
the llprea-t]i"g and practice of

rchability,,l for,tilI;r*T:t t of uny disability arising theretrom

ffi;*t' connecte d therewith'

itenactedbyParliamentintheSixthYearoftheRepublicoflndiaas
vs. -
Shorttitle,extentandcommencement'-(1)ThisActmaybecalled
ffiililof civil Rights ActI' 1e5s'

It extends to the whole of India' 
- 1 A -,--^-r

It shall come into force Tt ".:l11t:if-the 
Central Government may'

;;;;" in the Official Gazette' aPPoint'
OUL.tl'tuqt^"

2.Definitions.-InthisAct,unlessthecontextotherwiserequrres.-
n[(a) 'civil rights" T:ry any right a-c:ruIlq to a persolby L"uton 

of

the abolition of ,,,,.,to,,.i.;iii.y,, by eiticl. iz ,fConstitution];

5r(aa\1 ,,frotel" includes a refreshm""t, *:]}. a boarding house' a

OTECT

held;

s11aa)l 
;ffiHrfi::::ir""t1"," ""a 

acare;

uto) "Prace" inc\a1 ",1?li1 :H*1t#*SlT"::fr;ture 
and

b) 
;,11il["J,-Ti:T;"";.i;; ; ilt,,ihi"r" and vesserl;

(c),,Placeofpublicentertainment,,includesanyplacetowhichthe
public uru uJ*itt"d and wili;h an entertainment is provided or

Explanation.-"Entertainment" 
includes any

;.:tp;;, and any other form of amusement;

ct No' 106 of 1976'w'e'f '

l9-11-L976.
substituted fotF" words'the Untouclmbility (offences) Acf" by Act No' \06 of 1976'

exhibition, Performance'

$fti.;,#i*nf ,r:.s""t:J:ifli.*ql*lffi$:*il."?*3a110e'da'[ed
Clause (a) insertedir'etiG' 106 of 1976'w'e'f '19-1L-1976'

Existing ctause 1"1 .llrfii"*J", .i""r" 1"Jl 
iv ao No' 106 of 1976'w'e,' 19-11'-1e7'

Clause (b) substitu#;il; No' roo oitgz6'w'e'f' L9-l'L-1976'

-,,1.
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PROTECTION OF CIVI RIGHTS ACT,1955

"Place of public worship" means a place, by wha
known, which is used as a place of public religious
which is dedicated generally to, or is used generally by
professing any religion or belonging to any
denomination or any section thereof, for the performance
religious service, or for offerin$ Prayers therein
includes. -

all lands and subsidiary shrines appurtenant or
any such place,

a privately owned place of worship which is, in facf
by the owner thereof to be used as a place of public w
and

(iii) such land or subsidiary shrine appurtenant to such pri
owned place of worship as is allowed by the owner
to be used as a place of public religious worship;l

"Prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this

(i)

(ii)

'[(du)
(db)

are sold
by retail

(i)

1.

2.

J.

"scheduled Castes" has the meaning assigned to it in clause

of Article 366 of the Constitution;l

(e) "Shop" means any premises where goods
wholesale or by retail or both wholesale and

includes.-

any place from where goods are sold by a hawker or
or from a mobile van or cart;

(ii) a laundry and a hair cutting saloon;

(iii) any other place where services are rendered to

3. Punishment for enforcing religious disabilities.-Whoever on

ground of "untouchability" prevents any Person.-
(a) from entering any place of public worship which is open to

persons professing the same religion n[x x x x x] or any
thereof as such person; or

Substituted for the words "and includes all lands and subsidiary shrines appurtenant
attached to any such place" by Act No. 106 of 1976, w.e.f. 19-11'1976.

Clauses (da) and (db) inserted by Act No. 106 of 1'976, w.e.f. 19-11-1976.

Substituted for the words "and includes a laundry, a hair cutting saloon and any t

place where services are rendered to customers" by Act No. 1.06 of.1976,w.e.f..19-11-7

The words "or belonging to the same religious denomination" omitted by Act No' 106

797 6, w .e.f . 1.9 -11-797 6.



PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS ACT,1955

(b) from worshipping or offering prayers or performing any
religious service in any place of public worship.or bathing * o;
using the waters of, any sacred tank, well, spring or water
course/ l[river or lake or bathing at any ghat of such tank,
water-course, river or lake] in the siune manner and to the same
extent as is permissible to the other personsprofessing the same
religion'[x x x x x] or any section thereof, as such perio.,;

be punishable with imprisonment for a term of not less than one
and not more than six months and also with fine which shall be not

one hundred rupees and not more than five hundred rupees]

lanation.-For the^prrlrposes of this section and Section 4 persons
ring the Buddhist, Sikh and ]aina religion or persons professing the

r religion in any of its forms or developments including Virash'ivas,
ats, Adivasis, followers of Brahmo, prarthana, Arya simaj and the

rayan Sampraday shall be deemed to be Hindus.

CASE tAW
ctions 3 & 4 -^Applicability - untouchability - Meaning of -itution of India, Article 17.

Yittoor Sreeniaasa Rau,/. -'Untouchability' under Central Act2}of 1955 is
intended in its literal or grammatical sense; but refers to the practice as it
developed in this country, based on the ground of birth in ceitain classes.

Hence, inltigalio-n to social boycott of certain persons of a particular
nmunity (]ains) b), other members, because of the conducf of those

rs from the point of view of religious or social observances of the
unityr ryogl_d no_t come within the mischief of the Act. - Deoarajiah o

; L958 Mys. L.I. 88 : ILR 1':957 Mys. t7t z AIR L9S8 Mys. 84.

4. Punishment for enforcing social disabilities.-Whoever on the
rnd of "untouchability" enforces against any person any disability with
rd to. -

(i) access to any shop, public restaurant, hotel or place of public
entertainmen! or

(i0 the use of any utensils, and other articles kept in any public
restaurant, hotel, dharmasala, sarai or musafirkhana for the use
of the general public or of n[any section thereof]; or

Inserted by Act No. L06 of.1976, w.e.f. 19-11.-1976.
The words "or belorg-ing to the same religious denomination" omitted by Act No. i.06 of
197 6, w.e.f.. l9-1,1.-19f6. -
Substituted for the words "shall be punishable with imprisonment which mav extend to
six months or with fi-n9 wfrich may^extend to five nundied i"F;; oi*itn #tr,;;-ti;A;;
No. 106 of 1976,w.e.f. 1.9-11-1976.'
Substituted for the words "persons professing the same religion or belonging to the same
teliq]o]ls.4enomination or hny section there6f, ,r rr.h p".3""; uy A"t flr.hoe ,ilgi6,
w.e.f. 19-11-1976. 
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PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIqHTS ACT,1955

(iii )

(irr)

the practice of any profession or the carrying on
occupation, trade or business 1[or emproym"r,t ir, any jr
the use of, or access to, any river, stream, spring, wcisterry water-tap or other watering place, o, urry 6ath
burial or cremation ground, any rr.,iiu.y.o.,rr"r,i";;r# j
or passage/ or any_other place of 'pubric resort *hi.ri.
members of the public, or 2[any sectitn thereof], have a
use or have access to; or

any dharmashala, sarai or musafirkhana which
general public, or to t[any section thereof]; or

the observance 
-of 

any sociar or rer.igious custom, usage
ceremony or 6[taking part iry or taking out, any religious, io,or cultural processionl; or

(*)

4.

6.

1.

(vi) the enjoymentof any benefit under a charitable trust create<
the benefit of the general pubric or of nlany section trr.r.oi];

(vii) the use of, or access to, any public conveyance; or
(viii) the construction, acquisitio n, or occupation of any res

premises in any localitl,, whatsoev"r; o,
(ix) the use of

open to the

(xi) the use of jewellery and finerp

Inserted by Act No. 106 of 1976, w.e.f. 19_11 _1926. 

-

Substifuted for the words ,,persons 
professing the same religj

f T1-,TrtlSft .-u,io.,o.^anysectiontd"St-;;;;hE:i',p"#fl ff,,Tgffr,:?i
Substituted for the 

1?f:,,persons.professing the same religi
f*rf,Tr1"fift1'#o,, o, ^any section there5r u, i,"ii GS;p Trii:mllgrtsr,l? ?

substihrted for the y?:d:-'rylsons.prof.essingthe sam,e rerigion or berongins to the s

#Igr,:r51rt"ffi#o,-, or hny ,""do, th"reof, as ,.r"n p"rifo#,t#i:r"ntlrr8J", ,
Substifuted for the words ,,persons 

professing the same religi
f ':t' 

rff 
r*""o* 

iirii o" o r hnv secti o n tn*"8r, 
^r 

r 
"rr"r, 

ffi:;tp 
t#*if,il9f3rtl? 

i

:"13:|ib:if_ib[e 
words "taking part in any religious procession ,, bv ActNo. 106 of

substituted for the words "shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend
illl T 3it}"8;t f 

"ll:i ryff:,X #:t'";i*e; f i i,- i,iii J*i";up ee s or wi th a 6 tn ; w 
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a
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any
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5,59

ank,

;hat,
sqd,

'ther
rt to

rrshallr"f Tl**:"-#:1,'ff ::?ilffi jiilffi ffiJj;ilJl$"1";::
f};li::Jill'lT':"'11+:#*i**i,nr[]Jtr#iJ:T?::Jenc'lrm,r*Tffi:iiilll L; ;ot more than five hundred rupees]

rt ^^fnnnon-ront o{

;;;;;;u,".-u",tl"p"1l-':.:l^':if.:*:*;f;ffi:i:Hfli
u,,illi!]r,iill[:[H:J'H1""ff 

;"";;,i-';"'*""aor1'untouchabilitv"l

5. Punishment for re{using . i:^'**, lut'ots 
to hospitals'

, rr.1 tfal" ;#; ;tu g;""a o f " rintou ch abilitv"' -
retuses admission to anv person P,TI}:?'ll*,*'[:Hir"i(a) :ffi;#flffiffi;'y' ff ffi, ;'l :.ll;,T ::-':,,i:"11,1'*
:l,;'S#'.1'Jlffi;;'#ffi;;:.lir;f i::X,:_T'I"$J;*f#iffi ,;1ffi"".rii'"?.r* g"".'ur pubtic or anv section

I for
OI

;. CASE LAW
t

i', Section 4 - Offence of urrtouchability --Court has no discretion in

ftirposing sentence of impris."*;;i ;r fine - Both should be imposed'

'u B.p. Singh and B.N. Krishnan, ll'' Held'-in the instant case' the iearned

,yagistrate_ has. i*f"r"a *: #".,." of fine of Rs' 25Ol- each without

,;laposing trre mrnimum statutotit"il*1:t :i]TP"sonment' 
In our view' the

,ientence passeo by the learned Magistrate is i'Iegal because under the

amended section;] .h;"dii i, ,.roi Jnv tol*t ' I"uttantive sentence of

imprisonm.r,t r,oti"ss than the statutory mini^'*, but it is also obliged to

impose u ,"rrt"r,Ju ;;;ir" not below the siatutory minimumi'e'' it must pass a

sentence o, ,*priror,*ent and ;;";;}ir,", and in both cases/ the sentence

should not be below the statu,"ry *i.r*"*.-Thu'" is no discretion in the

Court to pass a lesser sentence''- The State oi-Xo'notakq a Annappa and

Another,rgsrtzirui'i'l' sa (tr;; : ILR uss1't<aiszzo (DB)'

Section 4(i) & (ii) - Sentence'

Honniahand|agannathashetty,//._TheprovisionsoftheActmustbe
strictly followeiu"rra Un" off",tt3*i1u" pto*a' st'outd not be lightiy dealt

with. There should be prope, p,,*,rr*u,,t fo, u,'y s.,.t. offence, unless there

is any mitigating ci1gury:T"u. 
-- 

stot, o7 Xorrotit'a a osman sab ' 
197 6(2) Kar'

ul. ist: tin 1977 Kar' 457 '
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pRorECTroN oF cIvIL RIGHTS ACT,1955

(b) does any act which discriminates against any such
admission to any of the aforesaid inititutions;

l[shall be punishable 
-with imprisonment for a term of not less thmonth and not more than six months and also with fine which shallyr rqll Iless than one hundred rupees and not more than, five hundred ruoee"

6. Punishment for refusing to sell goods and render service._
on the ground of "untouchability" refuses to sell any goods or r
render any service to any person at the same time u.,a pdc" and on theterms and conditions at or which such goods are sold or service
rendered to other persons in the ordinar! course of business 2[
punishable with imprisonment for a term ofnot less than one month
more than six months and also with fine which shall be not less
hundred rupees and not more than five hundred rupees].

7. Punishment for other offences arising out of ,,untouchability,,.
Whoever. -

(a)

(c)

prevents any person from exercising any right accruing to I
by reason of the abolition of "untoucf,auiiityTunder er#ctei

(b)

J.

4.

Inserted by Act No. 106 of 7976, w.e.f. 19_11 _1976.
Clause (d) inserted by Act No. 106 of 1976,w.e.f. 19_11 _1976.

_-sr! t,
the Constitution; or

rrrvrLDLD/ ,rJLurE>/ druruys/ oDsuucts or causes or attempts
cause obstruction to any person in the exercise of any,".ri il
or molests, injures, annoys or boycotts any person by ."uroi

by words, either spoken or written, or by signs or by
representations or otherwise, incites or encouiages uny
?, class of, persons or the public generall"y to
"untouch abllity" in any form whitsoever; 3[or1

n[(d) insults or attempts to insult, on the ground of ,
member of a Scheduled Castes;]

substituted for the worcls "shall be punishable with imprisonment which *uy "*ilsix months or with fine which *uv'u*i""d toli"" i 
"iiJr"a"iupees or with both,, byNo. 106 of 1976, w.e.f. 19-11-7976.r 

-"--'
Substituted for the worcls "shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extendsix months or with fine which *rr'"*i""d toii"" ir"iiJ#a"iupees or with both,, by INo. 106 of t976, w.e.f. 19-11-tgiA-.' 

-"'-'
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PROTECTION OF CIVI RIGHTS ACT,1955

be punishable with imprisonment for a term of not less than one
and not more than six months, and also with fine which shall be not

than one hundred rupees and not more than five hundred rupees].

lanation I].-A person shall be deemed to boycott another person

refuses to let to such other person or refuses to permit such other
person, to use or occupy arry house or land or refuses to deal
with, work for hire for, or do business with, such other person or
to render to him or receive from him any customary service, or
refuses to do any of the said things on the terms on which such
things would be commonly done in the ordinary course of
business; or

abstains from such social, professional or business relations as

(a)

(b)

n
o

e

)
t

r.'[(1-A)

he would ordinarily maintain with such other person.

o[Explanation II.-For the purpose of clause (c) a person shall be deemed
incite or encourage the practice of "untouchabiliry".-

(i) if be, directly or indirectly, preaches "untouchability' or its
practice in any form; or

(ii) if he justifies, whether on historical, philosophical or religious
grounds or on the ground of any tradition of the caste system or
on any other ground, the practice of "untouchability" in any
forml.

Whoever commits any offence against the person or property of
any individual as a repraisal or revenge for his having exercised
any right accruing to him by reason of the abolition of
"untouchabrlity" under Article t7 of the Constitution, shall,
where the offence is punishable with imprisonment for a term
exceeding two years, be punishable with imprisonment for a

term which shall not be less than two years and also with fine].

(2) Whoever. -
(i) denies to any person belonging to his community or any section

thereof any right or privilege to which such person r,r,ould be
entitled as a member of such community or section; or

Substituted for the r,r,ords "shall be punishable with imprisonmetrt which may extend to
six months or with fine which may'extend to five hundred mpees or vvitir both" by Act
No. 106 of 7976, rv.e.f. 19-11-7976."

Existing Explanation renumbered as Explanation I b1, Act No. 106 of 1976, w.e.f.
'r9-11,-1975.

Explanation II inserted by Act No. 106 of 1976, w.e.f . i9-11-7976.
Sub-section (1-A) inserted by Act No. 106 of 1976, w.e.f .19-1.7-1976.

2.

3.

4.
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PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS ACT,1955

takes any part in the ex-comm,nication of such persory
ground that such person has refused to r
"untouchabtLity" that such person has done any
furtherance of the objects of this Act.

l[shall be punishable rvith imprisonment for a'term of not less than:
month and not more than six months, and also with fine which shall be
less than one hundrec rupees and not more than five hundred rupees].

CASE tAW
Section 7 - Not violative of Article s 1.4,19 & 27 of Constitution. -Lakshminnraltcula Reddy u L[nion of India,ILR 19g7 Kar. 3069.

Section 7(xxd)-Jnsulting member of Scheduled Caste on ground

"f:::*r!:y: ; oif3nce of - \Afre.re both insulter and insult.iu.ro"g
Scheduled Caste, there is no commission of offence under Section ?(l-XjiAct and words of insult uttered by accused amount 

""ly'self-condernnatiory which is not offence under Act.

Chidanandaullal, J., Held.-hl the instant case, p.Ws. L and 2 as well as
respondent/accused belong to one and the same social group which is lis
ir-r the list of scheduled Castes. when p.ws. 1 and 2 as well as
respondent/accused belong to the same social group, falling in the list of S.
T1-rere cannot be either preaching or practising of untou.nuUitity and a
insult by the respondent/accused aJ againsi p.Ws. 1 and 2 within
meaning of Section 7(1)(d) of the Protection of Civil Rights Act. \Atrhat
respondent/accused did was a self- condemnation of ih" .o*munity
Y-hi.l he equally belonged. - State of Karnataka by Somwarpet Police a N.:
Shanthappa,1997(2) Kar. L.l. 4G7

(ii)

(DB) : ILR 199'1. Kar.203B (DB).

217-A. Unlawful compulso1v labour when to be deemed to be a practice
of untouchability.-(1) whoever compels any persory on the ground of
"untouchability", to do any scavenging o. r*u"ping or to remove any
carcass 9r to flay any animal or to remove the umbiliial cord or to do any
other job of a similar nature, shall be deemed to have enforced a disability
arising out of "untouchability.

section 7(3\ - offence under section not compoundable. - state
Jagalttr Police a Kudligere Hanumanthappa and othert)1-ltg](t) Kar. L.1.62

Substituted for the words "shall be punishable with imprisonment which mav extend to
six months or with fine which mav'extend to five n""di.a *p;;;.;;ith^#tf.,;;U/a.t
No. 106 of 7976, w.e.f. 19-11-7976.

1.

2- section 7-A inserted by Act No. 106 of.1976, w.e.f. 19-11 -1916.



PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS ACT,1955

fhoever is deemed under sub-section (1) to have enforced a disability

or, of "untouch abThty" shall be punishable with imprisonment for a

shall not be less tiran three months and not more than six months

with fine which sha1l not be less than one hundred rupees and not

than five hundred ruPees'

lanation.-For the purposes of this sectiory "compulsion" includes a

of social or economic boYcott.]

Cancellation or suspension of licences in certain cases'-When a

n who is convicted of an offence under Section 6 holds any licence

; ^;y 
law for the time being in force in respect of any professiorL trade,

ne oi employment in relation to which the offence is committed, the

trying ths offence may, withorrt prejudice to any other penalty to

such-person may be liabte under ihai section, direct that the licence

str.ra cancelled o. b" suspended for such period as the Court may deem

rd .rr.ry ord.er of the Court so cancellinSor suspending a licence shall

effect as if it had been passed by the authority competent to cancel or

the licence under anY such law.

Explanation.-In this section, "licence" includes a permit or a

ission.

ce

of
ry

ry

ry

g. Resumption or suspension of grants made by Government.-where

e manager or trustee of a place oI public worship i[or any educational

itutiorior hostel] which is in receip[ of a grant of land or money from the

rernment is convicted of an offence und.er this Act and such conviction is

:reversed. or quashed in any apPeal or revision, the Governmentmay, ifin
opinion the circumstances of [n" case warrant such a course, direct the

ion or resumption of the whole oI any part of such grant.

L0. Abetment of offence.-Whoever abets any offence under this Act

shall be punishable with the punishment provided for the offence'

2[Explanation. - A public servant who wiIfully. neglects the investigation

of u"y 6ff.r,.. punishable under this Act shall be deemed to have abetted an

offence punishable under this Act.l

3[10-A. power of State Governrnent to irnpose collective fine.-(1) E
after an inquiry in the prescribed manner, the Stute Government is satisfied

,that the inhabitants of in area are concerned irU or abetting the commission

'of, any offence punishable under this Act, or harbouring persons concemed

in the commission of such offence or failing to render all the assistance in

their power to d.iscover or apprehend the offender or offenders or

,rrpp."rring material evide.,.. oi th" 
"o**ission 

of such offence, the State

Irrserted by Act No. L06 of.1976, w.e.f ' 19-11'-1976'

Explanation inserted by Act No. L06 of 197 6, w'e'f' 19-11 -197 6'

section LO-A inserted by Act No. L06 of 1976, w.e.f . 19-11,-1976.
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PROTECTION OF CIVI RIGHTS ACT,1955

Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, impose a coller
fine on such inhabitants and apportion such fine amo.,gri the inhabii
who are liable collectively to pay i! and such apportionrient shail be naccording to the state Government's judgmeni br tr,e respective mearsuch inhabitants and in making any 

- 
such apportionment the

Government may assign a portion or srin fine to u Hindu undivided
to be payable by ilt:

Provided that the fine apportioned to an inhabitant shall not be reali
until the petition, if any, filed by him under sub-section (3) is disposed o:

(2) The notification made under sub-section (1) shall be proclaimed in tarea by beat of drum or in such other manner as the State bor".rr*ent mthink best in the circumstances to bring the imposition of the collective fine
the notice of the inhabitants of the said area. 

-

. 
(3) (a) Any person aggrieved by the imposition of the collective fine

sub-section (1) or by the order of ipportionment, may, within the pres
period, file a petition before the State Government or such other authority
that Government *ly specify in this behalf for being exempted from su
fine or for modification of the order of apportionment:

Provided that the amount of fine exempted or reduced under this section
shall not be realisabie from any persoru ind the total fine imposed on the
inhabitants of an area under sub-section (1) shall be deemed io have been
reduced to that extent.

Provided that no fee shall be charged for filing such petition.-
(b) The state Government or the authority specified by it shall,

giving to the petitioner a reasonable opportunity otbeing hlard, pass
order as it may think fit:

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (4), the State
Government may exempt the viciims of any offence punishable under this
Act or any Person who does not, in its opinioru fall within the category of
Persons specified in sub-section (L), from the liability to pay the .o1..tiu.
fine imposed under sub-section (L), or any portion thereof.

(q) The portion of collective fine payabre by any person (including a

I:1" :Tiyi{ed,flnily).may lg5coveied in the *r,*", p.oiid.d by the
Code of Criminal Procedure, lgzg (z of lgz4), for the ,u.orr"ry of fines
imposed by a Court as if such portion were a fine imposed by a Magistrate].

'1L' Enhanced penalty on strbsequent conviction.-Whoever having
alre;rdv been convicted of au offence ,-,nd", this Act or of an abetment of such
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is again convicted of any such offence or abetment, l[shall, on
rn, be punishable.-

(a) for the second offence, with imprisonment for a term of not less
than six months and not more ihur, one year and also with fine
which shall be not less than two hundreh,rupees and not more
than five hundred rupees;

(b) for the third offence or any offence subsequent to the third
offence with imprisonment io. , term of not less than one year
and not more than two years, and also with fine which shall benot less than five hundred"rupees and not more than one
thousand rupees.]

12' Presumption by Courts in certain cases.-Where any act constituting
offence under this Act is committed in relation to a member of a Scheduled

castes 'lx xf, the Court shall presume, unless the contrary is proved, that
such act was committed on the ground of ,,untouchability,i. I

L3' Limitation of jurisdiction of Civil Courts.-(1) No Civil Court shall
entertain or continue any zui! or proceeding or shall pum any decree or order
or execute wholly or partially any decree or order if tnu ciaim involved in
such suit or Proceeding or if the passing of such decree or order or if such
execution would, in any way, be contra.y,o the provisions of this Act.

(2) No Court shall, in adjudicating any matter or executing any decree or
order, recognise any custom or ,rugu imposing and disabilit| of urry purro.
on the ground of "untouchability,,. I v

',, !4'Offences by companies.-(1) If the person committing an offence
uhder this Act is a company, every person who at the time the offence was
committed was in charge of, and was responsible to, the company for the
conduct of the business of the company, shall be deemed to Ue guifry of the
offence and shall be liable to be proceedld against and punished accordingly:

Provided thatnothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such
Person liable to any punishment, if he proves that the offence was.orrri-,ittua
without his knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent thecommission of such offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) where anoffence under this Act has been committed with consent of any director ormanager, secretary or other officer of the company, such director, manager,
:::I::ilT o,.:rl": orficer shafl_also be deemed io be gulty of that offence and

,h"e;;;rffi;t
Substifutedfortheworg's-,,shalloneverysuchsubseq,u...offi
bo th im prisonm en t and f in e,i b), ;.. r,\;. 162' ;i\s; 6:*] i'i]Yq_li : l"fi ;.- r 

q.ror rq r

1
1.

2. The words, brackets- ancl figures "as defined in clause (24) of Article 366 of theConstitution" omitted by AciKi". iOO ri D76,w.e.f . t,i_.it-lgzO.

-l

-{{
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Explanation. -For the purposes of this section. -(a) "Company" mean: ".r body corporate ancr incrudes a firrn orother association of individuals; and
(b) "Director" inrelation to a firm means a partner in the firm.

1[14-A. Protection of action taken in good faith._(1) No o,.irprosecution or other legar proceeding sharJ 1i. against'i'n.'";J,l:l
Government or a state Goriernment for ariything which i"s in good faith doneor intended to be done under this Act]. 

l

(2) No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Cenhalcovernment or a state Go'ueinmeT 
-frl ur! durr,rg" .u*ud or rikery to becaused by anything which is in good faith do.,e or intended to be done underthis Act.l

2[15' offences to be cognizabre and triabre summarily._(1)Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal procedure,
7973 (2 of 7974),:y"ry offence punishable under this Act shall be cognizableand every such offence, except where it is punirnuut" win imprisonment fora minimum term exceeding three months, may be tried srrmmu.ity by aJudicial Magistrate of the- first crass or in ; Metroporitan area by aMetropolitan Magistrate in accordance with the procedure specified in thesaid Code.

(2) NotwithstTdlnq anything contained in the code of CriminarProcedure, 1973 
-(z of tgz+), *n""" any pubii" ,".rrunt is a[eged to havecommitted the offence of abetment of ur, offur,." p""irr,r;1.;;;.r this Act,

rynile 
a5ting or purporting to act in the dischu.g" oi his official duty, no court

:H[fl"jognizance 
of Juch offence of abetrient except with rhe previous

(a) of the Central Governmen! in the case of a person emproyed inconnection with the affairs of the Union; and
(b) of the state Govemment, in the case of a person employed inconnection with the affairs of a State.

15-A' Duty of state Government to ensure that the rights accruing fromthe abolition of "untouchabili ty,, may b" urrrited of by the concerned
Persons'-(1) Subject to such rules ,r tr* Central Governrnent may make inthis behall the state Government sharl take such measures as may benecessary for ensuring that the rights arising from the abolition of"untouchability" u." *id. availabre t"o, and are availed of by, the personssubjected to any disability arising out of ,,untouch 

ability,,.

1.

2.
Section14.AinsertedbyActNo.106of7976,w.e.f.tg-tt-D_
sections 15 and 15-A substituted for section 15 by Act No. 106 of 1.976, w.e.f .19-17-L9T6.

I
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(2) In particular, and without prejudice_ to the generality of the provisions

of sub-section (1), such measures may include' -
(i) the provision of adequate facilities, including legal aid, to the

persons subjected to any disability arising out of

'untouch ablltty" to enable them to avail themselves of such

rights;

(ii) the appointment of officers for initiating or. exercising

supervision over prosecutions for the contravention of the

provisions of this Act; 
.

(iii) the setting up of special Courts for the trial of offences under this

AcU

(irr) the setting up of Committees at such appropriate levels as the

State Government may think fit to assist the State Government in

formulating or implementing such measures;

(v) provision for a periodic sulvey of the working of the provisions

of this Act with a view to suggesting measures for the better

implementation of the provisions of this AcU

(.ri) the identification of the areas where persons are under any

disability arising out of "untouch ablhty" and adoption of such

*"ur,r.., ,r *o.rld ensure the removal of such disability from

such areas.

(3) The Central Government shall take such steps as may be necessary to

irco-ordinate the measures taken by the State Govemments under sub-section

(1).

( ) The Central Government shall, every year, place on-the TPh of each

House of Parliament, a report on the measures taken by itself and by the State

Governments in Pursuance of the provisions of this section']

L5. Act to override other laws.-Save as otherwise expressly provided in

this Act, the provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything

inconsistent therewith contained in any other law for the time being in force, or

any custom or usage or any instrument having effect by virtue of any sudr law

or any decree or order of any Court or other authority'

1[15-A.Probation of Offenders Act,1958, not to apply to persons above

the age of fourteen years.-The provisions of the Probation of offenders

Act, 1"958 , (20 of1958ishall not aptly to any Person above the age of fourteen

years whois found guilty of having co*miited any offence punishable under

this Act.
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sections L6-A and L6-B inserted by Act No. L06 of 1976, w.e.f. L9-11"-1976.
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L6-8. Power to make rules.-(l) The Central Government
notification in the official Gazette, make rules to carry out the
this Act.

- \Zl Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall
laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before'each House of parliar.'.,,
while it is in session for a total period of thirty days which may be compri
in one session or in two or more successive sessions, and il before rhu.f,i;i
of the session immediately following the session or the successive sessio,
aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule o, b.
Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter ha
efJect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may bu; r,however, that any such modification or annulment shall be withn,,
prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule.l

17. Repeal.-The enactments specified in the Schedule are hereby
repealed to the extent to which they or any of the provisions contained
therein corresPond or are repugnrr',t to this Act or to any of the provision
contained therein.

- SCHEDULE _

a
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THE SCHEDULE
[See Section 1-7]

The Bihar Harijan (Removal of Civil Disabilities) Act, 1,949
(Bihar Act XIX of 1949).

The Bombay Harijan (Removal of social'Disabilities) Ac! 1946
(Bombay Act X of 1947).

fry lo1uay Harijan Temple Entry Ac! rg47 (Bombay Act
XXXV of 1947).

The Central Provinces and Berar scheduled Castes (Removal of
Civil Disabilities) Acf Lg47 (Central provinces and Berar Act
XXIV of 1947).

The Central Provinces and Berar Temple Entry Authorisation
Act, L947 (Central Provinces and Berar Act XLI'of 1947).

rhe !1! P3njab (Removal of Religious and social Disabilities)
Act, 1948 (East Punjab Act XVI of iO+a;.

The Madras Removal of Civil Disabilities Act, 193g (Madras Act
XXI of 1938).

8. The Orissa Removal of Civil Disabilities Ac! Lg46 (Orissa Act XI
of 1946).

9. The orissa Temple Entry Authorisation Act, L94g (orissa Act XI
of 1948).

10. The United Provinces Removal of Social Disabilities Act, lg47
(UP Act XIV of 1947).

1" wjrt Bengal Hindu social Disabilities Removal Act, lg4g
(West Bengal Act XXXVII of t94B).

The Hyderabad Harijan Temple Entry Regulations, 135g F (No.
IV of 1358 Fasli).

The }lyderaba!_ lSrijan (Removal of social Disabilities)
Regulation, 1358 F (No. LVI of 1g5g Fasli).

A"_Y4hya Bharat Harijan Ayogyta Nivaran vidhan, samvat
2005 (Madhya Bharat Act No. 15 ;i tg4g).

The Removal of Civil Disabilities Act, Lg4g (Mysore Act XLII of
1e43).

The Mysore Temple Entry Authorisation Act, 194g (Mysore Act
XIV of 7948).

L.

2.

6.

7.

11.

12.

13.

74.

15.

16.

17

,y

rf
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The Saurashtra Harijan (Removal of Social

Ordinance (No. XL of 1948).

18. The Travancore Cochin Removal of Social Disabilities Act, 1

K (Travancore-Cochin Act VIII of 1125)'

tg. The Travancore Cochin Temple Entry (Removal of Disa

Act, 1950 (Travancore-Cochin Act XXVI of 1950)'

20.. The Coorg Scheduled Castes (Removal of Civil and

Disabilities) Act, 1949 (Coorg Act I of 1949)'

2L. The Coorg Temple Entry Authorisation Act,7949 (Coorg

of 7949).

vr T nr lnY



ACT No. 106 OF L976

THE
UNTOUCHABILITY (OFFENCES) AMENDMENT AND

MISCETLANEOUS PROVISION ACT, 1976

ICENTRAL ACT No. 1.06 OF 19761

[13th S ep temb er, 1-97 6]

An Act to amend the Untouchability (Offences) Act,1955 and further to
the Representation of the People Act, L951.

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Twenty-seventh Year of the Republic of
as follows. -

CHAPTER I
Preliminary

L. Short title and commencement.-(1) This Act may be called the
touchability (Offences) Amendment and Miscellaneous Provision Act,

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government mayt
notification in the Official Gqzette, appoint.

CHAPTER II
Amendment of the Untouchability (Offences) Act, 1955

2. Amendment of the long title.-In the Untouchability (Offences) Act,
(22of 1955) (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), in the long title,

the words 'practice of "Llntouchabilrty" i the words 'preaching and
tice of "I-Jntouchabthty" , shall be substituted.

3. Amendment of Section L.-In Section 1 of the Principal Act, in
ion (1), for the words and brackets "the Untouchability (Offences)

, the words "the Protection of Civil Rights Act", shall be substituted.

4. Amendment of Section 2.-In Section 2 of the principal Act.-
(i) clause (a) shall be re-lettered as clause (aa), and before clause (aa)

as so re-lettered, the following clause shall be inserted, namely. -
" (a) "civil rights" means any right accruing to a person by reason

of the abolition of "untouchability" by Article 77 of the
Constitutiort";

(ii) for clause (b), the following clause shall be substituted,namely. -
"(b) "place" includes a house, building and other strucfure and

premises; and also includes a tent, vehicle and vessel".

i faf r Dr TDT T- a rrn tT

s.A(ii) 28't
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(iii) in clause (d), for the words "arrd includes all lands and
subsidiary shrines appurtenant or attached to any such pla.u;,;
the following shall be substituted, namely.-

" afld includes. -
(i)

(ii)

"(du)

(db)

all lands and subsidiary shrines hppurtenant or attached tol
any such place;

a privately owned place of worship which is, in fact, allowed
by the owner thereof to be used as a place of public worship;
and

such land or subsidiary shrine appurtenant to such privatelv
owned place of worship as is allowed by the owner thereof
to be used as a place of public religious worship";

(iii)

(iv) after clause (d), the following clauses shall be inserted, namely. -
"prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this
AcU

"Scheduled Castes" has the meaning assigned to it in clause
(2Q of Article 366 of the Constitution".

(v) in clause (e), for the words "and includes a laundry, a hair
cutting saloon and any other place where services are rendered
to customers" the following shall be substituted, namely.-

" an'rd includes. -
(i) any place from where goods are sold by a hawker or vendor

or from a mobile van or cart;

(ii) a laundry and a hair cutting saloon;

(iii) any other place where services are rendered to customers".

5. Amendment of Section 3.-In Section 3 of the principal Act.-
(i) in clause (a), the words "or belonging to the same religious

denomination" shall be omitted;

(ii) in clause (b).-
(a) after the word "water-course,", the words "river or lake or

bathing at any ghat of such tank, water-course, river or lake"
shall be inserted;

(b) the words "or belonging to the same religious
denomination" shall be omitted;
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(iii)

ruPees/' shall be substituted'

5. Amendment of section 4.-In Section 4 of the principal Act'-

for the words "shall be punishable with imprisonment which

*"y extend to six monthi or with fine which may extend. t9 file

hundred ruPees, or with both,,, the words ,,shall be punishable

with imprisonment for a term of not less than one month and not

more than six months and also with fine which shall be not less

than one huna*a i"pees and not more than five hundred

for the words "persons professing the same religion 
- 
or

LJor,gi.rg to the iu*. religious denomination or any section

thereof, as such person", *i'u'"""r they occur' the words "any

section thereof" if,aU be substituted;

in clause (iii), after the words "trad.e or business", the words "or

employmlnt in any job" shall be inserted;

(i)

(ii)

(iii) in clause (x), for the words "taking

procession", the words "taking Part
retigious, social or cultural procession"

part in anY religious
in, or taking out, any

shall be substituted;

(iv)

' (rr) thefollowingExplanationshallbe insertedattheend'namely'-

,,Explanation.-For the PurPoses ?f 
tlit section, "enforcement

of any disability" includes^u"i discrimination on the ground of

"untouchabilitY" '"

7. Amendment of section 5.-In section 5 of the principal Act.-

(il in clause (a), the word.s ,,attached thereto,, shall be omitted;

for the word,s "shall be punishable with imprisonment which

may extend to six monthi or with fine which may-extend to five

hundredruPees/orwithboth,,,.thewords,,shallbepunistlautl
with imprisonment for a term of not less than one month and not

more than six months and also with fine which shall be not less

than one hundJ ;pees and not more than five hundred

rupees" shall be substituted;

for the words ,,shall be punishable with imprisonment which

may extend to six monthi or with fine which may-extend. to five

hundred rupees, or with both", the words "shall be punish.#lu

with imprisonment for a term of not less than one month and not

more than six months and also with fine which shall be not less

thanonehund."drupeesandnotmorethanfivehundred
rupees" shall be substituted'

(ii)

g. Amendment of Section 6.-In Section 6 of the principal Act, for the

words ,,shall U" prr'rirhable with imprisonment whiih may extend to six
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-
-

rnonths, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rup-rsg5 _,: -...-.-_
both" , the words "shall be punishable with imprisonment for a terr-. : : :.- -
less than one month and not more than six months and also with fir,e .. :: --
shall be not less than one hundred rupees and not more than fit,e hu::-..
rupees" shall be substituted.

9. Amendment of section 7.-In section z oi tne principal Act._-

(i) in sub-section (1).-
(a) in clause (c), the word "or" shallbe inserted at end; the

(b) after clause (c), as so amended, the following clause shall be
inserted, namely. -

"(d) insults or attempts to insult, on the ground of
"untouchabihty", a member of a Scheduled Caste."

(c) for the words "sha1l be punishable with imprisonment
which may extend to six months, or with fine which mav
extend to five hundred rupees, or with both", the words
"shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term of not
less than one month and not more than six months and also
with fine which shall be not less than one hundred rupees
and not more than five hundred rupees" shall be substitited;

the Explanation shall be re.nLtmberedas Explanation 1,, and

{tq Explanation I as so re-numbered, the following
Explanation shall be inserted, namely.-

(d)

"Explanation II.
be deemed to
"untouchability". -
(i) if he, directly or indirectly, preaches "untouchability" or

practice in any form; or

(ii) if he justifies, whether on historical, philosophical
religious grounds or on the ground of any tradition of ,

. caste system or on1 anI other ground, the practice
"untouchability" in any form".

(ii) after sub-section (1), the following sub-section shall be inserted,
namely. -

'(1-A) \Mhoever commits any offence against the person or property
of any individual as a repraisal or revenge for his having.*..Cir"d ,r,y
right accruing to him by reason of the abolition of "untouchability"
under Article 77 of the Constitutiory shall, where the offence is
punishable with imprisonment for a term exceeding two years, be

-For the purposes of clause (c) , person shall
incite or encourage the practice of

its

or
the
of
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ounishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than
't*o y.u.s and also with fine"

in sub-section (2), in clause- (ii), for the wo_rds l"shatl .be
punishable with i*prisor't*ent which may extend to six months,

or with fine which *ry extend to five hundred ruPees, or with

both,,, the words "shail be punishable with imprisonment for a

term of not less than one month and not more than' six months,

and also with fine which shall be not less than one huncired

*p";, and not more than five hundred rupees" shall be

substituted.

10. Insertion of new Section Z-A._ After SectionT of. the principal Act'

following section shall be inserted, narnely'-
,,7-L. Unlawful compulsory labour when to be deemed to be a

practice of untouchabiliiy.-(1i Whoever cor'npe1s any Persory on the

irorr,d of ,,untouchability", to do any scavenging or sweePing or to

remove any carcass or to flay urry urritttal or to remove the umbilical

cord or to do any other job oia similar nature, lfatl.Ue 
deemed to have

rut of "untouc-habilitY"'enforced a disabilitY arising c

(2) whoever is deemed under sub-section (1) to hav€ enforced a

disability arising out of "untouch abillty" shall be punishable with

imprisonment fo"r a term which shall not te less than three'months and

not more than, six months and also with fine whic,h shall not be less than

one hundred rupees and not more than five hundred rupees',.

, Expl4nation.-For the purposes of this section, "compulsion"

i' includes a threat of social or economic boycott."

1L. Amendment of Section 9.

words "place of Public worshiP"
or hostel" shall be inserted. i

L2. Amendment of section L0.-In Section 10 of the princi

following Explanation shall be inserted at the end, namely.-
,,Explanation.-A public servant who wilfully neglects-.the

investiiation of urry o?f.ttce punishable under this Act shall be

deemui to have abetted. an ofience punishable under this Act"'

: L3. Insertion of new Section 10-A.-After Section L0 of the principal Act,

the following section shall be inserted, namely'-
,,10-A. Power of state Government to impose collective

fine--(l) If, after an inquiry in the prescribed manner, the state

. Government is satisfied that the inhabitants of an area are

. concerned, iru or abetting the -commission of, any gffen-ce

punishable under this Act, JrnarUouring persons concet'ned in the

-In Section 9 of the principal Act, after the

,'the words "or any educational institution
i

pal Act, the

I
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commission of such offence or failing to render all the assistanceful

their power to discover or apprehend the offender or offenders ot .

r,rppi"ming material evidenCe of the commission 
_of 

such offencq.'
the State Government may, by notification in the,Official Gazette;:

impose a collective fine on such inhabitants and apportion suctl

fine amongst the inhabitants who are liable collectively to pay it,
and such apportionment shall be made according to the State

Govemment's judgment of the respective means of sush'i
inhabitants and in making any such apportionment the State

Government may assign a portion of such fine to a Hindu
undivided family to be payable by it:

Provided that the fine apportioned to an inhabitant shall notbe
realised until the petition, if any, filedbyhimunder sub-section(3)

is disposed of.

(2) The notification made under sub-section (1) shall be

proclaimed in the area by beat of drum or in such other manner as

the State Government may thinkbest in the circumstances tobring
the imposition of the collective fine to the notice of the inhabitants

of the said area.

(3) (a) A^y person aggrieved by the imposition of the collective

fine under sub-section (1) or by the order of apportionmenf may,

within the prescribed period, file a petition before the State

Govemment or such other authority as that Government may

specify in this behalf for being exempted from such fine or for

modification of the order of apportionment:

Provided that no fee shall be charged for filing such petition.

(b) The State Government or the authority specified by it shall,

after giving to the petitioner a reasonable opportunity of being

heard, pass such order as it may think fit:

Provided that the amount of the fine exempted or reduced

under this section shall not be realisable from any Person, and the

total fine imposed on the inhabitants of an area under sub-section
(1) sha1l be deemed to have been reduced to that extent.

(a) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (3), the

State Government may exempt the victims of any offence

punishable under this Act or any Person who does not, in its
opinion, fall within the category of persons specified in
sub-section (L), from the liability to pay the collective fine imposed

under sub-section (1) or any portion thereof.

(5) The portion of collective fine payable by any Person
(including a Hindu undivided family) may be recovered in the
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be punishable -
for the second offence, with imprisonment for a term of not less

than six months and not more than one year, and also with fine

which shall be not less than two hundred ruPees and not more

than five hundred ruPees;

for the third offence or any offence subsequent to the third

offence, with imprisonment for a term of not less than one year

and not more than two years, and also with fine whidr shall be

not less than five hundred rupees and not more than one

thousand rupees" shall be substituted'
i

Amendment of section 12.-In section rz of the principalAct, the
';;;ffi ;;a iig"res "as defined in clause QQ ot Article 366 of the

tion" shall be omitted.

15. Insertion of new section 14-A.-After section L4 of the principal Act'

following section shall be inserted, namely'-

"14-A.Protection of action taken in good faith'-(1) No sui!

prosecution or other legal proceeding shilt lie against-the Central

Government or a state Government f"or anything which is in good

faith done or intended to be done under this Act.

(2)Nosuitorotherlegalprclceedingshalllieagainstthe
central Govemment or u stutl Government for any dlqa.ge

caused, or likely to be caused by anything which is in good faith

done or intendLa to be done under this Act"'

17. Substitution of Section LS.-For Section L5 of the principal Acf the

rllowine sections sha1l be substituted, namely'-

(a)

(b)

,,15. offences to be cognizable and triable summarily'-(1)

Notwithstanding anything iontained in the Code of Criminal

procedure, tOZilZ oi tOZ+\, every offence punishable under this Act

shall be cognizable and every such offence, except wf3re it is

prrr,irfruUte ,iritt imprisonment for a minimum term exceeding three

months, may be tried summarily by a )udicial Magistrltg "l the first

class or in a metropolitan uriu 6y a Metropolitan 
- 
Magistrate in

accord"ance with the procedure specified in the said Code.
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(z) Notwithstlndjng anything contained in the Code of criminal
Procedure,1973 (2 of 1,974), when any public servant is alleged to hari
committed the offence of abetment of an offence punishable urrder this
Act, while acting or purporting to act in the discharge of his officral
ddty, no Court shall take cognizance of such offence of abetment t
lvith th.e previolls sanction. - 

\rr DLrLr l t'rrEr lLE \, aL'ELrrtertt €Xc*pt

(b)

(iii)

(io)

(")

(vi)
,{

the setting up of special Courts for the trial of offences under this
AcU

the setting up of Committees at such appropriate levels as the
State Government may think fit to assist the State Governmentin
formulating or implementing such measures;

provision for a periodic survey of the working of the provisions
of this Act with a view to suggesting measures for'the better
implementation of the provisions of this Acf
the identification of the areas where persons are under any
disability arising out of "untouchability" and adoption of such
measures as would ensure the removal of such disability from
such areas.

(a) . of the central Government, in the case of a person employed ln
connection with the affairs of the Union; and

of the State Governmen! in the case of a person employed ul
connection with the affairs of a State.

15-4. Duty of State Government to ensure that the rights accruing
from the abolition of "untouchability" may be availed of by thl
concerned persons.-(1) Subject to such rules as the Cenhal
Government may make in this behall the State Government shall take
such measures as may be necessary for ensuring that the rights arising
frorn the abolition of "untouchabillty" are made availabie to, and arl
availed of by, the persons subjected to any disability arising out of
"untouchability" .

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the
provisions of sub-section (L), such measures may inciude.-

. (i) the provision of adequate facilities, including legal aid, to the
persons subjected to any disability arising out of

."untouchability" to enable them to avail themselves of such
rights;

(ii) the appointment of officers for initiating or exercising
supervision over prosecutions for the contravention of the
provisions of this Ac!
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(3) The Central Government shall take such steps as may be

necessary to co-ordinate the measures taken by the State Covernment

under sub-section (1).

(a) The Central Government shaIl, every year, place on_the Table of

uu.h Horrr. of Parliament, a report on the measufes taken by itself and

by the State Governments in Pursuance of the provisions of this

section"

18. Insertion of new Sections 16-A and L6-8.-After Section L6 of the

ipal Acf the following sections shall be inserted, namely.-
,,L5. Probation of offenders Act, L958, not to apply to persons

above the age of fourteen years.-The provisions of the Prbbation of

Offenders Ait, 1958 (20 of USA;, shall noi apply to any Person above the

age of fourteen years who is found guilty of having committed any

offence punishable under this Act.

l6-B.Power to makes rules. (1) The Central Government may, by

notification in the Official Gazette, make rules to carry out the

provisions of this Act.

(2) Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall

be laid, as soon ,t *uy be after it is made, before each House of

Parliament while it is in session for a total period of thirty days whidr

may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions,

ur,d it before the expiry of the session immediately following the

session or the ,.r.."stir.. sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in

making any modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule

shoulJnof b. made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such

modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so however, that

any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the

,ruiiaity of anything previously done under that ru1e"'

CHAPTER III
Miscellaneous

19. Construction of references.-References in any Act, ruIe, notification

or order to the Untouchabitity (Offences) Act, L955, shaIl, on the

commencement of this Act, be construed as references to the Protection of

,.civil Rights Act, 1955 (22 of 1955).

' ZO. Savings.-The alteration of the short title of the Untouchability
(Offences) Act, L955 (22 of 1955), shall not.-

(a) affect the previous operation of the Untouchability (Offences)

Act, 1955, or anything duly done or suffered thereunder

previous to such alteration; or
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G) affect Ty right, privilege, obligation or liabilih. €rcorri_^,

ffi];l##H1iiL1s.1,:T#n:.it??liyJ:fi;":ilT:
(c) affect any pelarty or punishment incurred in respect ofoffence committed agiinst the untouchability (ofi.*.;i H1955 (22 of lgss), before the commencement oi tr",i, a;;;

affect any investigation 
_regar 

pro_ceeding or remedy in respe6slany such righb- privilege -obligatiori, 
liability, p""u[';;

punishment as aforesaid,

(d)

a,d anl' such inwestigatiory regal proceeding or remedy may be instifuted,continued or enforce{ and anyir.i p"r,utty J. punishml"t *uy oe rmposed
as if this Act had not been paised. I

Amendment or th" R";Ifltlll1r rhe people Act, re'r
21" Amendment of Act 43 of 1,95L.-In Section 8 of the Representation ofthe People Act, Lgs'r., in sub-section (1), after the words ,,thl Indian penal

Code," the words and figures "or under the protection of Civil Rights Act,1955" shall be inserted.
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S.O. 3006.-In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 15-B of the
ion of Civil Rights Act, 1955 (22 of 1955), the Central Government
makes the following rules, namely. -

L. Short title and commencement.-(1) These rules may be called the
on of Civil Rights Rules, 1977.

i 
121 tney shall come into force on the date of their publication in the

Official Gazette.

2. Definitions.-In these ruIes, unless the context otherwise requires.-

(u) " Act" means the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1.955 (22of1955);

(b) "Section" means a section of the Act.

3. Manner of inquiry under sub-section (1) of Section 10-A.-(1) The
State Government may appoint an Officer not below the rank of a Sub-
Divisional Magistrate for the purpose of making an inquiry referred to in
sub-section (t) of Section 10-A.

(2) The Officer appointed under sub-rule (1) (hereinafter in this rule
referred to as the inquiry officer) shall issue a public notice specifying the
date, time, place and the purpose of such inquiry and calling uPon all the
residents of the area in respect of which the inquiry is to be held to fumish
such information and materials, including documents in their possession, as

may be relevant for the purposes of the inquiry.

ti

Rules

3.

4.
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(3) The public notice referred to in sub-rule (2) shall
language or languages of the area and the same shall be.-

be in the local

(i) published on the notice board in the offices of the District
Magistrate, the District Superintendent of Police, the VillaEe
Panchayat or Municipal Committee, of the area and such othir
places as the inquiry officer deems fit and at least in one daily

(ii) proclaimed in the area by beat of drum or in such other marner
as the inquiry officer may think best in the circumstances to
bring the contents of the public notice to the notice of the
inhabitants of the area.

(a) The inquiry officer, while making such inquiry shall follow as nearly
as practicable, the procedure for summary trials including the recordi.g of
evidence as laid down in Chapter XXI of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
L973 (2 of 1974).

(5) The inquiry officer shall complete the inquiry as expeditiously as
possible and submit his report to the State Government within such peiiod,
not exceeding six weeks, as may be specified by the State Government in the
order appointing the inquiry officer:

Provided that the State Govemment may, having regard to the nature of the
i^qroy, extend the period of submission of the report by sudr period, not
exceeding two months in total as it may consider necessa-ry.

4. Period for filing a petition under sub-section (3) of Section 10-A.-(1)
Any person aggrieved by the imposition of a collective fine under
sub-section (1) of Section 10-A or by the order of apportionment, may within
a period of thirty days from the date of proclamation of the notification under
sub-section (2) of the section file a petition before the State Government or the
authority specified by it:

Provided that where the State Government or the authority, as the cases
may be, may entertain the petition after the expiry of the said period if it is
satisfied that the petitioner was prevented by sufficient cause from filing the
petition in time.

(2) The State Government or the authority before which the petition is
filed shall dispose of the petition as expeditiously as possible.

5. Reports by the State Governments.-Every State Government shall,
for the purpose of enabling the Central Government to place the report
referred to in sub-section (4) of Section 15-A, on the Table of each House of
Parliament, furnish to that Government before the L5th day of February, each
year, a summary of the measures taken by it under sub-sections (1) and (2) of
that section during the preceding calendar year and shall also furnish such
other information as may be required by the Central Government from time
to time.


